Dragon and
damselflies can
be seen right into
the autumn, with
larger species like
migrant hawkers
easily spotted
from the public
footpaths.

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
is a local charity working
to protect and conserve
Yorkshire’s wild places and
wildlife for all to enjoy.

It is thanks to the fantastic
support of our members,
volunteers and supporters
that we are able to continue
with this work.

We care for 95 nature
reserves throughout the
county and run loads of
events so that everyone
can get out and experience
wild Yorkshire for
themselves.

Joining is easy! For a small amount
a month you can support Yorkshire’s
wildlife and wild places, and get
involved with loads of fab activities
and events. Visit www.ywt.org.uk or
email membership@ywt.org.uk for
more details.

Get in touch

Migrant hawker

Call:
Email:
Find us:
Grid reference:

Why not join us?

01904 659570
info@ywt.org.uk
HG5 9LQ (nearest postcode)
SE 369 630
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Many birds including
sand martins, common
terns and blackcaps, use
the fantastic habitat
here to breed.
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Knaresborough
Open all year round. Enjoy the nature reserve by following the footpaths.
There is a car park just out of the village on Minskip Road and disabled
parking available off Main Street, up the track by the village church.

Orange-t ip

Help us look after Yorkshire’s wildlife
Whilst we allow dogs onto Staveley Nature
Reserve, please make sure that they are kept
on a lead so as not to disturb the wonderful
wildlife here. Breeding and wintering birds,
small mammals in rough habitat by paths and
pond wildlife are easily disturbed by dogs.

Winter is the perfect
time to watch waterfowl
on the lagoons.
Many mammals make
use of the site, from
the small to the great!
Shrews, voles and mice
are abundant.
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Otters may be
seen all year
round – if you
are very lucky
you may even
spot a mother
with her cubs!

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust is registered in England No. 409650 and is a registered
charity No. 210807

The air buzzes with butterflies
and dragonflies aplenty in the
early summer sun.

Come June the
nature reserve
abounds with
flowering orchids
including common
spotted, bee and
marsh helleborine.

Love Yorkshire, Love Wildlife

Bee orchid

Staveley Nature Reserve is part of a larger wetland
landscape known as Staveley Carrs, an area once
renowned for its rare and beautiful plants. Now a
fantastic nature reserve of 79 hectares following a
history of quarrying, this site literally brims over
with wildlife. Whether you are after birds, mammals,
insects or plants you will find them here!
Fen, wet woodland, reed swamp and flower-rich wet
grassland all occur naturally around the open water
of the East Lagoon. The hay meadow and land to its
west were landscaped after quarrying ceased, with
woodland, arable and pasture, as well as open water
habitat created. YWT has been working to enhance
these areas for wildlife, planting mixed hedges,
seeding a hay meadow and creating more scrapes in
the wet land around the West Lagoon.

STAVELEY NATURE RESERVE
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The nature reserve is a
special place for dragon
and damselflies, with
a total of 22 species
recorded. The first to
emerge is the large red
damselfly in late April.
Lucky visitors might
chance a sighting of a
broad-bodied chaser.

A new easily accessible, hexagonal hide built from straw
bales provides excellent views of the West Lagoon. A
further public hide looks out across the East Lagoon.
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Disabled parking is available in addition to that on Minskip
Road. This can be found on the track next to the village
church on Main Street and is accessible using a radar key.
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Whilst they might be difficult to spot, the site is home
to many small mammals including common and pygmy
shrews, field and bank voles, as well as wood mice and
locally rare harvest mice. Rough land next to the paths
and hedges is particularly important for these small
mammals. Larger mammals also roam including foxes
and roe deer.
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Bird records date back to 1974 showing that over 215
species have visited the site, with around 45 of these
known to breed. The nature reserve becomes a popular
stop during the spring and autumn bird migration
seasons, with many unusual and rare species having
appeared at one time or another, including Temminck’s
stint and whiskered tern.
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Local vol unteers
work tirelessly
to support
the practical
management of the
nature reserve.

WILDLIFE

Butterflies also add plenty
of colour during the
summer, from green-veined
whites to common blues
and small tortoiseshells.

TIMELINE

Look out for
commo n toads
emerging from
hibernati on in
the spring.
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Photography credits: Cover image of Otter – Elliott Neep NeepImages.com.
Otter – Amy Lewis. Sand martin – Margaret Holland. Orange-tip – WildStock.
Bee orchid – Kirsty Brown. Migrant hawker – Martin Batt. Reed bunting –
Denis Matthewman. Shoveler – Gary Cox. Common shrew – Carl Wright. Roe
deer – Bob Evison. Common toad – WildStock. Marsh helleborine – Philip
Precey. Hide – Jono Leadley. Tawny owl – Elliott Neep NeepImages.com.

Locally scarce species, marsh
hellebori ne, is found here

The nature reserve is easily explored using the wellmaintained footpaths. Family nature trails are available to
download from our website, see the QR code on the back of
this leaflet.

LOOKING AFTER

Staveley Nature Reserve
YWT aims to ensure that the important habitats on site
are maintained. Encroaching scrub is carefully monitored
and removed where necessary. Areas of grassland are
annually mowed to maintain wildlife diversity and ponds
and ditches are cleared of silt. Conservation grazing
using traditional breeds of livestock is carried out on the
pasture land. Nest boxes have been erected and a sand
martin wall constructed.
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