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Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits

These pits were once the source of chalk to make
lime for building and fertilising. Today, the pits
support many species including rare plants and
invertebrates. Walk through the gate into East Pit
and prepare to be dazzled. The chalk cliffs provide
a dramatic backdrop to this grassland reserve. The
chalk here was formed a staggering 94 million
years ago, from layers of sediment on the bed of
the Late Cretaceous Sea.
A summer visit to East Pit
will reward you with a
wonderful display of wild
thyme and bird’s-foottrefoil flowers. Visit after
dark to see the eerie
lights of glow-worms.
These chalk pits are one
of only three places in
Britain where you can find
moon carrot growing. The
flowers of this rare plant are
said to glow in the moonlight.

This linear walk takes
approximately one hour. The
route is flat with well-worn
or surfaced paths. In winter,
Col
some sections may be
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muddy. The path alongside
Superstore
the brook is suitable for
walkers, cyclists, pushchairs and wheelchairs. Please
leave bicycles outside the nature reserves.
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Chalk and
Cherries

Bus information
Both ends of the walk are served by regular buses
from Cambridge city centre. Detailed information
about buses is available from
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0345 045 0675.

A linear walk from Barnwell to Cherry Hinton
Approx. 2.4 miles/3.8km

About The Wildlife Trust
The Wildlife Trust relies on supporters to continue to
protect our beautiful local wildlife and countryside.
If you are not already a member, please consider
joining today. To find out how you can get involved in
supporting the Trust’s vital conservation work in this
area, please contact us:
Visit
E-mail
Tel:
Post:

www.wildlifebcn.org
membership@wildlifebcn.org
01954 713543
The Wildlife Trust, The Manor House,
Broad Street, Great Cambourne, Cambridge
CB23 6DH

Glow-worm

This leaflet is supported by:

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire
and Northamptonshire. Registered charity no: 1000412

Illustrations by Mike Langman
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Access

Chalk and Cherries
gate to the left of the store and follow the path that
runs alongside Cherry Hinton Brook.

Cambridge is criss-crossed with open commons,
wonderful waterways and avenues of trees. This
walk explores the green corridor that links the
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nature reserves in Barnwell and Cherry Hinton.

Barnwell East Local Nature Reserve

Once a piggery, then allotments, this is
now a valuable site for wildlife. The
reserve has a mosaic of trees, scrub
and grassland, and a pond. Look for
the small plants of adder’s tongue that
grow by the edge of the scrub.
Amongst the grasses are a number of
orchid species including pyramidal and
twayblade. In spring, you can hear up
to five species of warbler singing from
the hawthorn trees.

Continue walking
upstream and past the
allotments on your
right. This area provides
shelter and food for
many species. Toads
and grass snakes are
often found hiding in
compost heaps.

On leaving the reserve, walk along
Nuttings Road. Cross Coldham’s
Lane and head to the entrance of
the superstore. Go through the
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Giant’s Grave

Kingfisher

This pond is on your left when you reach the
crossroads. It is an accidental well, created when
chalk quarrying hit one of the spring lines. Now it is
the source of Cherry Hinton Brook.
Cross over the road and continue up Lime Kiln Road.
On your left are the old chalk pits of Lime Kiln Close
and East Pit, which today, together with West Pit,
make up the Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits Nature Reserve.

Water vole

Pyramidal orchid

NOTE: Please be aware of other
walkers and cyclists on the paths.
Some fields may contain cows so
please ensure all gates are closed after
you and dogs are kept under control.
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Cherry Hinton Brook

This is the clear water of a chalk stream. Look out for
water voles and the blue flash of a kingfisher as you
walk beside the brook. The clean water supports
water starwort plants and fish can be seen in
sheltered bends. As you walk along Burnside, you
will see glimpses of the old chalk pits behind the
trees. These flooded pits now attract a wide range of
birds. This section of the brook is lined with sedges
and the delicate cream flowers of meadowsweet.

Take the right fork in the path,
then turn left into the grounds
of Cherry Hinton Hall. Here
you can enjoy sunny lawns
and avenues of trees while
feeding the ducks and swans.
On leaving the grounds, bear left
along Cherry Hinton Road.
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